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Pastor\ Parish’

A Learning Resource for

Staff/Pastor-Parish Relations Committees

Participant Workk




Depanding on the size of your church, your committee may refer to itself in one of two ways. United Methodist
churches served by multiple clergy generally call this group the Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC),

whereas congregations served by one pastor often use the term Pastor-Parish Relations Committee (PPRC).

We have chosen to use the broader term of SPRC ihroughuui this series. In places where we refer

to 'your pastor’ for simplicity, you should consider the point to extend to all clergy.
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Practice truthful naming by...

And act as good stewards of our pastor by...

We do all these things prayerfully, to promote
the life of faith in our committee, and the

thriving of our pastor.

What is a Covenant?

Although sometimes equated with an
agreement or a contract, covenant in our
taith tradition implies something much

deeper because of what is at stake.

When God makes a covenant with
us, He gifts us with forgiveness

and eternal life, promising never

to abandon us. That promise

came at a cost, named in Jesus’

utterance on the cross: | thirst.”

The expectation - at once
simple and challenging - is that
we will live our lives in service
to Christ, carrying on His

work until He comes again.
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Depending on the size of your church, your committee may refer to itself in one of two ways. United Methodist
churches served L:y multiple clergy generally eall this group the Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC),

whereas congregations served by one pastor often use the term Pastor-Parish Relations Committee (PPRC).

We have chosen to use the broader term of SPRC throughout this series. In places where we refer

to ‘your pastor’ for simplicity, you should consider the point to extend to all elergy.
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FOR FURTHER REFLECTION

In the space below, write the names of the members of your SPRC Wash, O God, Our Sons
and your pastor. Pray for each of them by name every day, asking for and Daughters

the power and presence of the Holy Spirir as they go about their United |
ministries, Be sure to pray for yourself, too!

:
tand

e anct i

Study “Wash, O God, Our e
Sons and Daughters,” the el it
hymn that introduced this Let us join your feast, partaking
session’s video, Sing or read : cUp of
it several dmes over a few days, Cod re
asking the Holy Spirit to open E“J_L';I__I__ e
ree from sunand adl its-sna
new understanding for you, AN
Whar images in the lyrics | One with Christ.in livi
speak powerfully to vou? Why?
What kind of congregation
does the hymn long for?

e yotl,

water-washed and Spirit born.

,our lives

od, fransform!
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If the place your congregation is being sent requires a shift in the ways your church Then | heard
seeks to fulhill its mission, how might the SPRC support your pastor in making

thar transition? the voice Df fhe
Lord saying,
‘Whom shall

| send, and who
will go for us?'

and | said, ‘Here

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION am |: send me!’

Continue to pray daily for everyone on your commirtee and for your pastor, fiaial son
naming each before God. What other prayers might you make, in light
of what you've learned this week?

Consider the opportunities your congregarion offers for its members
to advance the mission of the United Methodist Church, “To make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
What is your church doing well? Whar could you do better?

Mission of the
United Methodist Church:

To make disciples of Jaesus Christ

for the transformation of the world






In the session on Discipleship, your committee discussed habits Whal ES a Sacred Bundle?

or traditions that may be inhibiting your congregation’s ability

to explore new forms of worship or witness. Some members might : ;
P F & Some Native American cultures

had an object they called a

consider these traditions to be part of the church’s sacred bundle.

How do you decide what should remain in the sacred bundle, and
whart should be acknowledged, but ler go? And how might you support sacred bundle. [t served as the

the pastor in communicating thar decision? {.)EUIDIE’S pOr‘tE b[e hiStOl'}ﬂ

Usually made from animal
hide, the sacred bundle
included everyday objects
that seemed unremarkable
to someone from outside

the community.

But in the hands of a skilled
narrator, these artifacts could

tell where a people had

come from, their journey

across the years, their triumphs
and tragedies, their heroes and

£ Py prophets, their joys and sorrows.

(st By pereniaiion of the Sornses Sete linoricad. Society




Sacred Bundle

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION

Continue to pray daily for everyone on your committee and for your
pastor, naming each before God. What other prayers might you make,
in light of what you've learned this week?

But speaking
the truth in love,
we must grow
up (n every way
into him who

is the head,

into Christ, The writer of Ephesians encourages the church to speak the truth in love
within its walls so that its mission to those outside may be strengthened.
Reflect upon how your committee might ensure that its members “speak
the truth in love” every time you meet.
















What principles might your committee agree to adhere w when reconciling different
|mim.~'. of view?

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION

Continue to pray daily for everyone on your committee and for your pastor, naming each before
God. Whar other prayers might you make, in light of what you've learned this week?

What steps might you rake to encourage yourself in the ongoing practice of naming issues rruthfully?
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Stewardshi
of the Pastor

Are there tasks currently performed by your pastor that might instead be
done by a layperson, affording that person a new opportunity for ministry?

And the king will
answer them,
“Truly | tell you,
just as you did

it to one of FOR FURTHER REFLECTION

| the least of

Continue to pray daily for everyone on your committee and for your pastor, naming
before God. What other prayers might you make, in light of whar you've learned

this week?

sch
these who are 3o

members of
my family,
you did it

to me.”

Platthow 25:40

The comfort thar your pastor

past experiences or the exrent
What are some of the ways that you can encourage your

feels in asking for what he or she needs may vary depending on
to which such requests seem welcomed by the congregation.
pastor to care for himself or herself?







Covenant

for Ministry

COVENANT TEMPLATE

We will:
For Godso | oved Remember our baptism by...

the world that
He gave His only

Son, so that

everyone who

believes in Him

may not perish
Aid in the church’s mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
but may have of the world by...

eternal life.

Honor our church's sacred bundle by...




Pracrice truthful naming by. ..

And acr as good stewards of our pastor by, ..

We do all these things prayerfully, to promote
the life of faith in our committee, and the

thriving of our pastor.

What is a Covenant?

Although sometimes equated with an
agreement or a contract, covenant in our
faith tradition implies something much

deeper because of what is at stake,

When God makes a covenant with
us, He gifts us with forgiveness
and eternal life, promising never

to abandon us. That promise
came at a cost, named in Jesus'

utterance on the cross: “| thirst.”

The expectation - at once
simple and challenging - is that
we will live our lives in service
to Christ, carrying on His

work until He comes again.
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